
OIL TANK MAKES
SPECTACULAR FIRE

Blaze .n Grass Spreads to

Storage Place of National
Company.

HAZARDOUSVIGHT FOR
CHIEF STOW AND MEN

Flaming Oil Spurting From Broken

Valve Cut Off by Pressure of Two

Streams From Enaine.Gasoline
Barrel« Explode With Loud Report.

Damage Several Thousand.

Approximately 4,iiim) gallon* of re¬

fined coal oil was destroyed and the

immense 2".'"in gallon eotnbinalion oil'
luuk of the National Oil ('om|>an.v.
located about 150 feel east of the
<'hesa;ieake A Ohio railway yard he-J
tween Thirty fifth street and Thirty-
sixth street, was badly damaged about
3 o'clock yesterday afternoon in one
of the most spectacular fires seen

here in many years. Two barrels of
gasoline which were on the ground¦
near the tank, caught fire and explod¬
ed within a few seconds of each oth¬
er. The reports could be heard for
a mile and the pieces of shattered
staves^ and metal bands were hurled J
high in the air.
Subsequently the two Iron traps'

covering the man holes on top of the!
tank were blown into the air and the
valve through which oil was drawn
from the tank was blown out with
great force and was instantly follow-'
ed by a stream of oil which ignited
as fast as it poured through the three
inch nob made in the south end of
the tank by the blowing out of the
valve. That no one was Injured in
the explosions or the fire is rather
remarkable as hundreds of people
gathered on the scene within a few
minutes after the fire started.

Blaze Starts in Grass.
While the origin of the fire has

not been a'certatned. it is known
that the blase began in the grass on'
the vacant field in which the tank)
stands on a wooden trestle ten feet
high and the supposition is that boys
set fire to the grass as the fire start¬
ed in the field on the east side of
the tank and as the wind was blow¬
ing strongly from the northwest
sparks from pas; ing locomotives
could not have fallen where the blase
originated.
Fanned by the high wind, the

flames quickly spread to the fence
around the oil tank and to a small
wooden store shed within the enclos-
sure. An alarm waa not turned in
to the department until the barrels
of gasoline exploded and the flames
had begun to spread to the trestle
under the tank. Then some person,
whose name could not be learned,
si nt in two alarms In quick succes-,
slon front the box at Warwick avenue'
and Thirty-fourth street Within a

minute, the Central and North Cud
fire eomi»anies were racing to the
t-cene. When ihey arrived the valve'
at the south end of the tank had been
blown on' and the oil pouring through
th» hole was burning tiercly. being
fanned by the high wind and driven
tifty feet from the tank before break¬
ing into dense volumes of black
smoke.

Fine Exhibition of Fire Fighting.
Resides seeing a spectacular and

beautiful fire, the hundreds who
crowded the Thirty-fourth stretd
bridge and the fields nearby witnessed
a remarkable exhibition of Are fight¬
ing by Fire Chief W K Stow and
Ms men. It is impossible to put out
burning oil with water and. knowing
the fact. Chief Stow found himself
face to face with a serious problem.
Inspired by a desire to save the big
tank and keep down the Are loss in
the city for the present year. Chief
Stow bad four lines of hose run from
the fire engines to the Are.two from
each engine.and the firemen began
t '

$5.00 BRASS
UMBRELLA
STAND

$3,25
r|l'RING the next

Fix Haj» we will
sell a* a inpeoial bargain
a $5.00 Kraaa I'rabrella
Stand at abore price.
Th« Stand will not only
jrrove unefuV bnt will
he an ornament to any
hall

Flory-Royall
Co., Inc.

I playing th«* streams Into the .-i.

iiik Manse of flames
I One siii-4iiu was played on l he ire'

tip in keen il from Imming and Ihn
tank i ruin falliiig and another stream

wan played on ihr tank to keep It at

cool um possible. The other tw<>

streams were played directly across
toe end of the> lank at the point
where the hi ream of oil was injuring
out to feed the raging lire. Chief
Slow figured -ii.it If ha could keep
the lank cool and rut off the stream

of oil by ibe two powerful streams

of water, he could extinguish the
blase md he and hia men won after
a stirring battle of half an hour.

Immenae stream of Fire.
When ihe crowds began arriving

on the scene and before the firemen
could get their long lines of hone laid,
a stream of flame fifty feel long was

shooting out from the south end of
the tank. The circle of flame was

Just lb* sise of the end of i he tank
and at first the crowd thought thai
tbe enJ of the tank had blown out

and the tire was eating inside of tbe
immense steel tube. The stream of
fire revolved around like ttmoke com¬

ing from the funnel of a t-hip when
under forced draft and it shot out in

a straight line for fifty feet with lit¬
tle streams of lire darting out here
and there and breaking Into smoke.
Great volumnes of smoke poured
from the flames and were swept
southward over the central part of
the city.
The grass, fence and oil on the

ground fell around the tank were burn¬
ing fiercely adding to tbe beat of the

flames from the end of the tank. U
was Into thia inferno that tbe firemen
gradually advanced with their power-.
ful streams of water. Slowly, but
surely the firemen went forward un¬

til they were within tbe enclosure!
around the tank The full force ofj
two streams Was directed across the
face of the tank at the hole through
which the oil poured. The s'ream
of oil was cut off once and the lire
ceased, but the oil burst out again
and the fire etarted anew. Thrice
tali occurred before the heat around
the tank had been reduced to a mini¬
mum and the flames on the ground
and around the trestle work had been
extinguished. Then the stream of
oil was cut off again and the fire was

out.
Expected Tank to Explode. J

Hundreds of those who gathered on

the scene expected that the big tank
would explode and many of those
standing on the Thirly-fourth street
bridge expressed fear for the safety!
of tbe crowds gathered in the field
neor the tank. An explosion of the
tank would have been almost impos¬
sible as the man holes in tbe top are

sufficiently large to allow all of the
gases generated by the burning of the,
oil to escape.
When the firemen first began fight¬

ing the blase with water, hundreds
of tbe spectators laughed at their ef¬
forts, but after the laddies had won

against tbe flames the people who

bad watched the fight were outspok-,
en in their praise of tbe firemen.'
many declaring that it was the most

remarkable exhibition of fire fighting
they had ever seen. J

Damage Estimated at 12.500,
At this time it i.- almost impossible

to estimate the exact damage entail¬
ed by the blase, but C. B. Houston,
local agent for the National Oil Com¬

pany, says I bat he place« the loss
at about $2.."mi. He does not know
whether his company carried any in¬
surance on the tank and its content».
It is estimated that there were about
4.000 gallons of oil in the tank when
the blase Organ and probably three-
fourths of that amount was consumed
by the i.amee. Considerable more

ran out on tbe ground before the fire¬
men could chock the hole in the tank
with bagging and prevent the escape
of oil.

Tank Is Badly Damaged.
Agent Houston tajnj that the tank

is very badly damaged, being cracked
in two places. All of the valves and
Inner piping are damaged and the
pump uaed to pump the oil from the
cars into the tank is practically ruin¬
ed. All of tbe tools in the store shed
also are ruined and a large quantity
of feed kept in the shed for the learn
worked her« by the company also wa¬

de. r.iveil.
A survey of the tank will be made

tomorrow by representatives of the
oil company an. they will estimate
the exact amount of ibe damage.

YOUNG WOMAN SUCCUMBS
TO SP1NH MENINGITIS

Miss Mettle May Robinson Dies After
Illness of Only Five

Days-

Mies Mattie Mar Robertson, aged
23 years, who was stricken with spinel
meningitis last Tuesdsy. died at
o'clock last night a- the home of her
brother. O. E. Robertson. km Orcutt
avenue. The funeral win take place
at tbe residence tomorrcxr afternoon
at I o'clock The services will be
conducted by Rev. J T Riddles, pas¬
tor of the Second Rapt let church, as¬
sisted by Rev. Uoyd T Wileoa, D. D..
pas or of the Mewpoit Saasas naptist
church, and interment will be made
in Orrenlawn
Miss Robertson had lived here for

. number of veers and was popular
with a host of frteaeta. to whom the
news of her death came as n great
shock She had been employed At
Wool«ortan nvr sad ten cent store
ever since the store was opened hrre

If you don't tell a vain man hs
Isn't. Iiell teil yon. so you might a-
well
Too sn judge s womaa hv he

'hing» ib* liken beet.

-_ nervous woman's com
steint, are Imaginary, agait, they art

of disease In any event Hoi
rbuevs Rr>rby Moon lain Tea Dike:
women well A tonic uneeenlled fo
the good ft does -J C. OORSIni a
CO

Hm try a R a Beenta*.

WILL MAKE SURVEY
OF SWAMP LANDS

(Agent of Federal Drainage
Bureau Interested in Local

Reclamation Project,

[REPORT TO BE MADE AT
AGRICULTURE SESSION

T C- Brodle and Or. Knapp, of Agri-
sultural Department, Accept Invita¬

tion To Conduct Demonstrations For

Benefit of Farmer Guests of Cham¬

ber of Commerce.

At the request of the Chamber of
Committee, the bureau of drainage ot
the t ailed States department of ag¬
riculture will send a representative
to (his city early next month to study
the problem of draining and reclaim¬
ing the swamp land in Warwick and
Klisabeth City counties a few mile*
north uf this city. After spending
ten days going over the land and
compiling data as to the best metbo.l
of drainage, the agent of the bureau
will give the results of his work in
a spee h at the second annual agri¬
cultural session of the chamber at
the Olympic theater on December 17.
The question of the reclamation of

the swamp land wj- brought up be-
fore the chamber about a year ago
and an engineer made a .survey of
the swamp and gave some figures as
to the probable cost of the work. The
method of drainage suggested at that
time was to dig a ditch from the
swsmp under the Chesapeake A Ohio
railway to James river. Since then,
however, a propo'Ition to drain the
land by connecting it with Salter'a
creek oy means of a canal has been
brought up.

Report On Two Plane.
While be is here, the representa¬

tive of the department of agriculture
will study both plans and report as

to which Is the better and the cost
of each. His report is expected to

prove of peculiar interest to scores

of the farmers who will attend the
agricultural session as well as to the
business men of the city and the
members of the chamber.

It it proposed to drain the swamp
land and convert it into farms so that
this city will have a rich back coun¬

try from which to draw. The land
In the swamp probably is the richest

I tor farming purposes in this section
of Virginia and if reclaimed will be

Iof great value. Money with which to

do the proposed work will be raised
ia IfeJi city and the two counties and

[ State aid will be invoked. No aid can

be secured from the national govern-
Iment.

Send Two Other Representatives.
Besides agreeing to send a repre-

tentative here to investigate the
drainage of the swamp land, Assist-

I ant Secretary of Agriculture Hayes
ha: promised 10 send two other rep
resentatives of his department here
to deliver addresses before the agri¬
cultural session of the chamber. T.
C. Brodie, one of the leading demon¬
stration experts of the department,

Iwho spoke here last year, will be here
and will give fome interesting demon¬
strations to the farmers. The other
agent will be from the office of Dr.
Knapp, who is in charge of the gen¬
eral demonstration work of the de¬
partment, and he also will give an in-
terestlng demonstration to the farm¬
ers.

Dr. J. G Ferneyhough. the State
veterinarian, . has accepted an invlta-
tion to address the agricultural ses¬
sion and will make at. sddress on

I "Pure Bred Cattle sr.d Hogs '* Prof.
T. C. Johnson, chief of the truck ex¬

periment station In Norfolk county,
also has consented to speak at the
session and will discuss "Winter
Trucking."
The committee on arrangements

also has received a letter from «' K
Graham, agricultural director of the
Hampton Normal A Agricultural Insti¬
tute, stating that be will address tbe
«ession. speaking on "Poultry Raia-

DANGER IN DELAY.

Kidney Dieeasee Are Too Dangerous
for Newport News People

to Neglect.
I The great danger of kidney trou
hies la that they get a Arm hold be¬
fore the sufferer recognises them.
Health i* gradually undermined
Backache. heaaac.be. nervousness.
lsmeness. soreness, lumbago urinary
troubles, dropsy, diabetes and Bright's
disease follow In merciless surees

sicn Don't neglect your kidneys Cure
the kidneys with the certain and saf»
remedy. Doan'a Kidney Pills, whlck
has cored people right here ia New¬
port News.

I Mrs. C. H Wynn. M Thirtieth
street. Newport News, Vs.. say*: *I
willingly give Dean's Kidney Pills mr
endorsement. I had a great deal of
(rouble from my kidneys and my
health was all run down. I felt ner¬
vous snd weak, did not rest comfort
ably and ws* troubled by a
beckacbe The kidney
.were also badly disordered,
advised to use Dona's Klemer Pitta.
I procured a hex at KJor'a Drug
Store. They gave BBe entire relief
from tbe backache and also removed
the ether symptom* of my complaint.
1 have been in good health ever
since "

For aale hy aR dealer* Price
centa Footer Milhura Co. Buffalo

JSJ-J**' ***m9mm for Mbj!
. tba

ling." Several «.iher prominent ex-

perm on farming ah o are expected
iu deliver addicsscs
The i-baiutii-r bag gotten out large

yellow poster-, itivartisteg Iba s^prieeJ-
lurul session und they ure to be dls
trilinted und posted in the tiemliv
coiintlet.

eJtSeaeJ>a>Wlei*eeee ^*^w^v^

SOCIAL-PERSONAL

Mr un<i Mis Oearn* Daniel Turner,
who were married in Prince George
county on November 1C. bave re¬

turned from their wadding trip and
are now at hasse to their friends in
East End

Miss Utile Hogg, of Gloucester
county, who was called to this city
on account of the Illness of uer

brother, .Mr. Dossifi Hogg, is the guest
of her sbrter. Mis 1. M. Hray, on Fif¬
tieth street.

Mise Sallie Vauo, who has been
vL-i ing her patents in East End, will
return to Franklin, Va.. this after¬
noon.

Mrs. DT, A. Spruill has been mlled
to Atlanta. O.a., ou account of the serf,
otis illness or her brother.

Munter Pearson Wright, the little
son Of Mr and Mis .1 11 Wright, o"

Forty-eighth s reet, is ill with typhoid
fever.

Mr. Guy .Via. of Pennsylvania. Is
visiting bis parents, Mr. and Mi\s.
George E. Via mi Twenty-seventh
street

Mr. Doasie Hogg, brother of Mrs. I,.
M. Bray, who was operated cu last
Saturday for appedicitls at the Eliza¬
beth Buxton hospital, is somewha' im¬
proved.

Mrs. R. W. Newsome is visiting
friends in Norfoll,.

Mr. Waker e. Hopkins, who has
r°en visiting his parents on Oak ave¬

nue, has returned to the Agricultural
A Mechanical College, Raleigh. N C

Mr. B. Franklin Johnson, Jr.. who
has been visiting his aunt, Mrs. A. M.
Johnson. 745 Twenty^seventh street,
will return to the Virginia Polytech¬
nic Institvte today.

Mrs. George Gallatz has returned to
her home in Norfolk after a visit to

hep sister, Mrs Edward Watt, in this
city.

Dr. R. Lee Robinson, who recently
wag cilled to Baltimore by the sud¬
den illness of his father, has returned
to this city.

Mrs Thoma.; C Darst, on Thirty-
fourth street, has as her guest her
aunt Miss Caroline Smoot, cf Alex¬
andria.

Miss Orizzel Mullen, of Petersburg, I
is visiting Mrs. Lane Lacy, on the
ltcnlevard.

Mr. Frank Curtis, who hjs been
visi ing his father, Mr. J. M. Curtis,
on Thirty-fourth street, has returned]
to the Cniversity of Virginia.

Mr. C. Aylett Ashby. who has been
spending the holiday* with his fam¬
ily on Thirty third street, will return

to 'he Virginia Episcopal Seminary,
Alexandria tom-rrow.

Mr. Charles Carter, of the Virginia
Miliury Institute, is viaiting his par-j
ents. Mr and Mrs. R. E. Carter, on

West Avenue

Mr. Paul Wilson, who has been
spending the holidays with bis moth¬
er. Mrs. M. Wilson. In East End. will
retvrn to William A Mary College
tomorrow.

Mrs. Harry Llvezey. who has been
visiting at Grove Ga., has returned
to this ritv While away she attend¬
ed tbe Thanksgiving dance at William
A Mary College Friday night.

Miss LaHse Ramsay has returned to j
her home in Mathews county after!
spending -he h Hdays wih friends Inf
this city.

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Lipmin. on

Twenty-fifth street, have as their guest ]
Mr. Augustus Levin, of Philadelphia.

Mi?s Edith Heynes informally enter,
tsitied Thursday night at her home]
on Twenty seventh stree

Mrs. W. L Smith is quite sick atj
"The Glouce: ter."

Gives Birthday Perry.
Master Winborne Terrv Jenkins, the'

little son of Mr tod Mra. W. A. J*n-
kins, entertain*& at a birthdav party'
Friday afternoon at eta home on

Thirty foii'-h * reet. Those attending
were: LRtle Misses Mahal. Praacea
and Margare; turtum. Roth and Grace
Manville. Lasiiaa and Elizabeth M-ore.
Mar Belle Belch. Dorothy Gary Elisa-.
both Bvsion. Mary Mosa. Bonnie Sims..
Agnes sad Julia Clarke, and Mietern
James Mocre. Berbern Gary. Edward
Jeffrrv. J< t; and Joseph Buxton. Lo¬
renzo Jmsinga. James Moss. Bester
Darham. Maw-, rd Ceffee. Thomas aad'

I Lea Newman Lawrence aad Lesre*
Davis. Meaty raldwell Cearenr* Ash. I
by. Frank and Fredrrlrk Barrett.
Julias Jenk.t.- W'ahorae Terry Jen¬
kins.

I The only way a man oaa cut sn
I other out with a girl is for her to

do rt
Where there's A wiTl there's a way

for the heirs to spend what it leaves.

Will SVprases Beam*
I Women dee, ring betaty get wonder
; ful heln f-om Purklea's Arnica Halve,
ft banishes pimples, snttn eruertone.
sores and bo N It saakee the akla

I ">ft and velvety. It gk
Cerea sera eyes. ceM eeree, cracked
rfa« rhaaaid haste, meet for bum*.
scalds, fever sorer, esjts.
piles Kc st Ah Dracstata

I i-

Walt, Doxey A Wall The Busy Store Watt. Doxey & Watt

TOYLAND OPENS TOMORROW
Bright, happy Toyland, with its pretty dolls and doll carriages;
an assoriment of toys that is pleasing in variety and quality and
reasonable ia price. See the new airships, lolly polly toys, me¬
chanical toys of all kinds, trains and tracks, grocery stores
stocked with groceries, garages, pianos, sewing machines, rifles,
iron toys, Indian suits and dozens of others too numerous to mention

Japanese China
Wide range of hand decorated

Japanese China Plato.. Cwffl and
Saucers. Muyonnaise Sets. Nut
Sets, Chocolate Sets. Hot Cake
Pishes and many other suitable
pieces for gift giving at very small
prices.

Jewel Cases
A wide assortment of .lewel

Cases.Silk lined, smallest size as

low as 2.">c. The larger sizes from

50c and up

Brush and Comb Sets
Very suitable for Christmas pres¬
ents.Silver plated and hand dec¬
orated sets.

$1 50. $2. $2 50 to $6 50

Brass Ware
Grass Goods will figure strong

in this season's- gifts.Brass Jar-
din-Tes. Fern Dishes. Afh Trays.
Candle Sticks. Paper Weights, et,

50c to $4.95

Tabourettes
Made of soft wood and stamped,
ready for the pyrograpny needle;
heavy and solid.

|1 00

Pyrography Sets
Complete Set contains bulb and

rubbeV attachment, benzine bottle,
alcohol bottle with stopper, needle
holder and needle point.

$1.25 to $2 00

Ladies' Handkerchiefs
Large assortment of beautiful

Kmbroidered Handkerchiefs. Ma¬
deira Lace Handkerchiefs, Initial
Handkerchiefs, Kmbroidered cor¬
ner effects and plain Hemstitched
Handkerchiefs,

10c, 124c, 25c to SI 00

Ladies' Kid Gloves
The reliable "Fownes" make.
black, white, tan. brown, navy and
green,

$1 00 a pair

PrettyNeckwear
The newest effects in Persian Ja¬
bots and Dutch Collars. Put up
one la a neat white box,

25c and 50c

Persian Ruffling
The latest creation in ruffiins for
Coat or Waist.red and navy Per¬
sian combination.

25c the yard
Popular Novels

Books always make acceptable
gifts. See the many titles on our

shelves at

48c

AFger Books for Bojs
The boys' favorite is the Alger

Series, new titles and some not so

new that possibly your boy has
not read.

20c

Matheson's Blended Tea
we have been unable to supply

our customers with this famous
tea tor the past few weeks. The
Steamer "West Point" which was

lost at sea in October carried a

large consignment of tea for us

and of course it all went to the
bottom of tbe Atlantic, and no

doubt the fishes had a great lea

party. We have just received an¬

other shipment, put up in pound and
half pound packages.

50c a pound

Broncho Buster Hose
For boys and girls.medium rib;
extra strong; nothing better at

the price,

2 pair for 25c

Pony Hose
Made by the famous Wayne Knit¬

ting Mills.heavy rib for boy';
fine rib for girls.

25c a pair

Fay Stockings
The Stocking that buttons to the
waist, keeps your child warmer

than any other stocking.black or

white.

25c and 35c a pair

Watt, Doxey& Watt
2909-11 Washington Avenue Newport News, Virginia

OH YOU PRESTO
Tha new popular Overcoat for man and boys, with double collar

Men's a ung men's. $iC to $20 Boys1 and children'-?. $S to $10 j
Whether yon want the Presto or a plain black or grey drres coat you'll find it j

here at the Right Price

UNDERWEAR SWEATERS

For men and boys fleece lined, cotton For men, ladies, b »ys and chi.dren. All

iibbtd, silk snd wool or all wool colors and combinations

50c lo $2.00 Garment 50c to $5.00

Cor. 86th Street
and Washing¬
ton Avenue m

GRANBY
NORFOLK'S POPULAR THEATER

ALL THIS WH t K
MAT11NBES

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

HENRY B. HARRIS
Presents THE BVERLASTINQ SUCCESS

"THE LION
AND THE

Tha Talk
Of All

America"

A Carefully Selected
Cast and a Complete*
Production -:. MOUSE99

C*>tc*erw Tab« to Ortnfc.

Wpawm Ym.ae a naMvr r.f Ooar

Orassa, !» i- Orhu. h» has half a

j Hoter. |Mf rhlcaaa«. all abofJt a

I aoaia eM. all of «hon ta^e a rea'

appetite for whisky and also Jsmalrs

irlscn. O» rWiks day it snowed In

Cedar Orove Mr Yoona fonod hi*
f hicsens adasewt froeen He nrouth'
thew. 'Bin 'be hlfrtea. placed taeffjj
near the *re, aae also garc tbea

fttmr- efciaaw and frtagar
I- »naaed a«ain in <>dar Orore yea-

teraay. Whan Mr Towa* one***! >tm
«aor ba foead Ma «I* rbtckena all
lined .p like aoMiara waltinc for
mor* "medlclM -Sew Tort Aaart-


